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1. Not your typical independent film.  While films like Fireproof and Facing the Giants as well as many others in recent years have been praised for their ability to shine regardless of their lack of resources, Standing Firm brings a new dimension to this arena.  Nearly 85% of the film was created with 3 or less crew members on set, with actors regularly carrying equipment.  Instead of a budget of $100,000 or in the hundreds of thousands, the budget was in the tens of thousands.  Bathed in prayer from the beginning, this film was stitched together with a lot of heart and dedication by very few people who hoped for a result God sized.

Western New York:  The Volunteer Pool.  From small donations for production, catering by neighbors and church members, actors and crew, and all things in-between, Western New York served as the volunteer pool by which Standing Firm was made.  Members from half a dozen other churches including the creators home church came together in varying degrees to make sure this film could be completed.

2. Not your typical fluffy story.  “Standing Firm” stands out because of the message it aims to communicate.  Death and suffering is not the happiest topic to tackle in the faith-based arena.  On the outside it may look depressing and full of sadness, but inside the message of the film is sweet and comforting.  One of the greatest miscommunicated aspects of the Christian life (Christian to Christian as well as from the pulpit) is suffering.  Jesus said we would have it, not that we would be ok all the time.  Some even dare preach in this day and age that if your a Christian then you above all will be ok, and have a big bank account and a large house, and a slew of other ridiculous promises made by some of the (unfortunately) more popular speakers of today!  Jesus said we would encounter difficulties, and promised he would be there to help us through it (not around it or help us to avoid it).  The film has it’s light and humorous moments, but the issue at hand that it aims to tackle is very serious and extremely important if a Christian ever intends to live in the way Jesus intended and wants to learn to trust in Him in ALL things.

3. Soaked in real life experiences.  When the topic of the film was chosen, the story written, and pre-production started, nobody on the cast or crew realized what waited ahead of them.  Just a week before production began, Director Kyle Prohaska’s grandmother passed away.  This gave a real taste of dealing with the message Standing Firm was to communicate.  That was only the beginning.  From the beginning of shooting until present, well over a dozen people have passed away who were either close to those involved, apart of the church family, or were related to those creating the film.  An astonishing number to be sure, and that provided a humbling environment for everyone making the film as they made it.  Funeral after funeral, the seriousness of the message and the need for it grew stronger and stronger.  One of the actors in the film, Michael Cooper passed away on May 24th, 2009.  The lines he gives in the film are ironically a perfect reflection of the life Michael led, so although Michael is gone, the testimony which he left for all those that knew him, will carry on to others who watch the film.  Amazing stories like this are one of many in creating this film.
4. The director is a first-timer, and young.  This film is Kyle Prohaska’s first feature film, and first film of any kind.  Besides a few small videos made for high school, this is the first film that Kyle has made.  Kyle also wrote, shot, and edited the film amongst other things, all of which he has never done before.  When Praise Pictures began and the script was started, Kyle was only 18 years old.  Now with the film being released, he’s now 22 years old...very young to be starting out!
5. All actors are acting for the first time.  All actors in the film are in front of the camera for the first time.  Eric Stevenson (playing Steven Corwin) was the only actor of all of them who had acted before, specifically on the stage.  The rest have only been involved in small presentations at their churches, and for some of them acting is completely new.  Rob Reisman in his behind the scenes interview, humorously recalls the fact that he hasn’t acted in anything since the 4th grade.
6. This is not made to be a best-seller.  The story this film aims to tell is based purely on what the writers Kyle Prohaska and Kevin Michael feel God called them write and what story he called them to tell.  Prayer covered the entire process.

7. The storyline draws from the directors real upbringing.   The story of Standing Firm at it’s core is built on Kyle Prohaska’s real life.  Kyle grew up in an unequally yoked marriage with an unsaved father and Christian mother so there was a regular butting of heads in regards to faith, decision making, and other areas effected by such a relationship.  Kyle drew on this as a basis for how the marriage in the story falls apart and regularly consulted his mother Debra Prohaska (who ironically plays the mother in the story) for information on the kinds of things she dealt with.  By God’s Grace, Kyle’s father Richard was saved within the last few years!

